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and their clerk were brought to trial' for conspiring to send into foreign
countries one Elizabeth Brickleband'. The trial throws light on the
infamous character of the people implicated, who kept a 'lock-up
house' (a spunging-house presumably) and admitted that they had
received £9 ys. 6d. for obtaining 'near an hundred people'. An attempt
was made to buy off the courageous prosecutrix for £500, on the plea
that they would all be hanged. However, the offence was technically a
misdemeanour only and the sentence was a light one.109
What was the fate of these servants in America? Conflicting accounts
are given, and doubtless conditions varied in individual cases from con-
sideration and kindness to great brutality. American writers lay stress
on the fact that there were laws to protect the servant against gross
ill-treatment, and that these were not a dead letter.110 However, the
servants were bought and sold freely during their term of servitude; in
Maryland and Virginia they worked in the tobacco plantations together
with convicts and Negroes. In Maryland, according to Eddis, who as a
surveyor of customs at Annapolis had every opportunity of judging,
indented servants, whose term was usually four years, were considered
less profitable than convicts who served for seven or more, and, he
says, 'there are but few instances where they experience better treat-
ment*;111 while Negroes,
being a property for life are therefore almost in every instance under more
comfortable circumstances than the miserable European, over whom the
inflexible planter exercises an inflexible severity. They are strained to the
uttermost to perform their allotted labour, and from a prepossession in many
cases too justly founded, they are supposed to be receiving only the just
reward ... for repeated offences. There are doubtless many exceptions, yet
generally speaking they groan beneath a worse than Egyptian bondage.103
The American purchasers regarded their servants as ne'er-do-wells
and fugitives from justice; they were ignorant of the deceptions prac-
tised in England, and thought it incredible that any reputable person
should leave England on such terms. As a matter of fact many servants
represented themselves as knowing trades of which they were ignorant,
had no intention of performing their contracts, and, like escaped con-
victs, became professional runaways. Many servants when their term
expired swelled the ranks of the 'white trash'. Many undoubtedly did
well, and the large proportion of servants to the inhabitants in Maryland

